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ÅNatural disasters can range from light to severe. 

ÅWe usually donõt know when they will occur or how much 
damage they will cause.

ÅEach year, natural disasters are responsible for billions of 
dollars worth of damage. 

ÅBesides the potential for the loss of life, 
natural disasters may also impact our 
defense or economic security.

ÅSome critical infrastructures that may 
be affected are:



ÅTelecommunications infrastructure: Telephone, data services, and Internet 
communications, which have become essential to continuity of business, 
industry, government, and military operations.

ÅElectrical power systems: Generation stations and transmission and 
distribution networks that create and supply electricity to end -users.

ÅGas and oil facilities: Production and holding facilities for natural gas, 
crude and refined petroleum, and petroleum -derived fuels, as well as the 
refining and processing facilities for these fuels.

ÅBanking and finance institutions: Banks, financial service companies, 
payment systems, investment companies and securities/commodities 
exchanges.

ÅTransportation networks: Highways, railroads, ports and inland 
waterways, pipelines, and airports and airways that facilitate the efficient 
movement of goods and people.



ÅWater supply systems: Sources of water; reservoirs and holding facilities; 
aqueducts and other transport systems; filtration, cleaning, and treatment 
systems; pipelines; systems for dealing with water runoff, wastewater and 
firefighting.

ÅGovernment services: Capabilities at federal, state, and local levels of 
government required to meet the needs for essential services to the public. 

ÅEmergency services: Medical, police, fire, and rescue systems.

ÅDam Failure: Such a failure presents
a significant potential for a disaster 
in that significant loss of life and 
property would be expected in 
addition to the possible loss of 
power and water resources.





ÅAlthough it may seem that we are having more earthquakes, 
earthquakes of magnitude 7.0 or greater have remained fairly 
constant. 

ÅA partial explanation is that in the last 20 years, we have more 
seismograph stations meaning an increase in the number of 
earthquakes we have been able to locate each year.  

ÅIn 1931, there were ~ 350 stations operating in the world; 
today, there are more than 8,000 stations. 

ÅThis increase has allowed us to locate many small earthquakes 
which were undetected in earlier years. 

ÅWe now locate about 20,000 earthquakes each year or about 50 
per day. 




